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I learned to dive to do research on the sea otter vs abalone conflict. Those simple words evoke strong memories. | was the only female
WPForms in the NAUI dive class, and the instructor was a Navy seal who delighted in challenging (picking on) me. | was a relatively good
swimmer and could float easily, but that required more weight to keep me submerged (my classmates nicknamed me “bubble-butt.”)
ARpEarEncs Breathing underwater with a regulator attached to an air tank was an important skill that didn’t come easily, especially the exhale part,
Plugins which was essential during our first field trial when we were required to drop our regulators and make a free ascent from 30 feet. |
forgot to breathe through my nose on my way up and gave myself a royal mask squeeze and two black eyes. But | managed to get
Users certified after our 5-week course, which included my first open ocean dive off Cannery Row in Monterey -- my firsthand view of an
Tools underwater garden: kelp beds, iridescent marine life (but no abalone). That first open-ocean underwater experience motivated me to
invest in a Nikonos underwater camera and lighting system so | could photograph marine life in their natural environment. | taught
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“Now | know why you dive,” | exclaimed to ab diver Jim Finch when | met him in Santa Barbara harbor on my first trip to Southern
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first they had to secure permission from the Department of Fish and Game and Fish and Game Commission. The concept was

Pages that commercial divers would invest their time and money to plant abalone in designated bottom lease sites, with the guarantee
O that they could harvest a percentage of the crop at 5-inch size rather than the commercial size of 7 % inches. After numerous
meetings and negotiations, the Commission agreed with the plan, on the condition that a Department of Fish and Game biologist

Projects survey each bottom lease site first, to ensure that it was devoid of abalone before divers planted the baby abs.
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| went out with Jimmy and Rudy on the day they prospected for the coordinates of the bottom lease reef on the backside of
Appearance Santa Rosa Island that Rudy remembered from years past, that had once been productive. Jimmy was ‘live boating,” following

Rudy’s bubble trail with the boat while Rudy canvassed the area underwater. That's when Rudy encountered a white shark. As |
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wrote in Abalone Divers, a Vanishing Breed? the shark attacked from below. Rudy smacked it on the nose with his ab bar and
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sprinted to safety on deck. He admitted later that live-boating had surely saved his hide -- maybe his life.
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had to secure permission from the Department of Fish and Game and Fish and Game Commission. The concept was that commercial
divers would invest their time and money to plant abalone in designated bottom lease sites, with the guarantee that they could harvest a
percentage of the crop at 5-inch size rather than the commercial size of 7 % inches. After numerous meetings and negotiations, the
Commission agreed with the plan, on the condition that a Department of Fish and Game biologist survey each bottom lease site first, to

ensure that it was devoid of abalone before divers planted the baby abs.

I went out with Jimmy and Rudy on the day they prospected for the coordinates of the bottom lease reef on the backside of Santa Rosa
Island that Rudy remembered from years past, that had once been productive. Jimmy was ‘live boating,” following Rudy’s bubble trail
with the boat while Rudy canvassed the area underwater. That's when Rudy encountered a white shark. As | wrote in Abalone Divers, a
Vanishing Breed? the shark attacked from below. Rudy smacked it on the nose with his ab bar and sprinted to safety on deck. He

admitted later that live-boating had surely saved his hide -- maybe his life.
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leased several reefs to restock with baby abalone. They bought the seed from the Ab Lab for $0.50 to $1 apiece and stored the yearling

abalone in barrels in Santa Barbara harbor until they were ready to plant them out.
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